


CHAPTER SIX

GIVE THE BEST GIFT

BREAK THE ICE
We're talking about kids! Throw a baby shower in your group. Have members

bring their favorite baby shower food, and play your favorite baby shower game.

OVERVIEW
The children, family, and friend relationships is our next priority on our list. Having
our children smack down in the middle of all five of our relationships is perfect!
They have the ability from this perspective to look in both directions of their pa-
rents’ lives and see what could be in store for them in their future. It's up to the
parents to demonstrate and prioritize a balanced life in order, for them to have a
vision, and the possibility and ability to have a joyful, content, and successful life

of their own.

PLAY WEEK SIX VIDEO

Question: How would you say you are doing in this area? Are you mo-

deling a life in order for your children?

Question: Can your children—young or old—see their parents having a

prosperous relationship with God?

God is to be our foundation and first-priority relationship in our lives. But, for an
innocent and helpless child growing up until they come of age, we parents are,
and need to be, their first foundation and a consistent foundation of love. All

while being the representation of God and reflecting His character.




As their temporary first foundation, parents need to be the ones to introduce
them to the living God. What are they seeing and experiencing firsthand through
their parents’ lives, that Jesus is their true foundation and the ultimate foundation

for everyone?

Question: Who influenced you in your life? What was it about them that

makes you think of them as good or bad role models?

But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them
into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.

MATTHEW 7:26

We usually act or react from our own life experiences and how we grew up, good
or bad.

How many times in the confusion of this world, even with good intentions, do we
maintain the course of a child’s life being out of order, or sway the pendulum way
too far to the other side, so our children don’t grow up like we did? Subsequently
and subconsciously, we put ourselves in a spot and become somewhat their holy

spirit to protect them and not let God be God.

When Jesus saw what ws happening, he was angry with his disciples.
He said to them, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For
the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.”

MARK 10:14

How we parent can be very simple, but we make it difficult because of a plethora
of stuffl We're going to explain four primary ways, out of many, that we parent to

extremes. Read through these examples on pages 72-78.

1. Hovering or sheltering parents - Some parents become their child’s shield in
everything because of their lack of faith with fear nesting in their hearts, so they

excessively protect their child from experiencing this world in any healthy manor.

“Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you
have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in
place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith,
with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.”

EPHESIANS 6:13-17

Question: Would you classify your parenting in this category? Do you
hover too much, or do you provide them the tools to allow God to inf-

luence and direct them?

2. The great giving parents - These parents continually give their children, young
and old alike, anything and everything, every time their children want or need

something.

Question: Do you provide everything your children want? Have you
taught your children the difference between wants and needs, while

teaching them Jesus is the ultimate provider?

3. Parents with no boundaries — This is where many parents are at with their
children today, believing that life without boundaries will help them succeed, as

boundaries only keeps their children caged in from reaching their potential.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him will not parish but have eternal life”

JOHN 3:16



CHAPTER SEVEN

YOUR HEART’S DESIRE

OVERVIEW

Question: Have you created clear, consistent, and fair boundaries for

your children?

4. Shoveling and stomping parents - These parents are usually on a completely
unrealistic mission. A mission to shovel or force as much information, training or
intelligence into their children, such as: doctrine, personal beliefs, opinions, reli- The fourth relational priority is a struggle for many, our career relationship.
gion, job skills, athletics, academics, etc.
Our career is our financial pipeline. Our career is how we classify ourselves
Question: Are you allowing or encouraging your children to grow and professionally. Our career dictates how much time we spend with our families.

strengthen with their own personalities, talents, and skills that God Our career is what gives us identity. Our career helps us feel accomplishment and

blessed them with? Or have you been trying to live out your life through satisfaction.

your child’s life?

PLAY WEEK SEVEN VIDEO

“Make it your goal to live a quiet life, minding your own business and
working with your hands, just as we instructed you before. Then pe-

N o I E s ople who are not believers will respect the way you live, and you will
not need to depend on others.”

1T THESSALONIANS 4:11

Here are some questions about your job we need to ask before going on:

* Are you always doing more or extra than what's required of you?

® Are you one that never says “no” when asked to do more than your normal

duties?

e Are you working overtime, all the time?

* Are you addicted to your work?

e When was the last time you took a full vacation?

e Do you bring your work home or work extra hours when you don’t need to?

e Do you put more faith in how much you do, and in your job, than what God

can do?

e Do you worry that if you don’t do the extras, you'll be replaced?




Question: Which of these would describe your working habits? How

long has it been going on?

People can accomplish great things because they have a dream, but we need to
go beyond a dream, and understand what a dream really is. Which leads us more
importantly to uncover specifically what is our heart’s desire. Our dreams come

from our minds, as our heart’s desires come from our hearts.

Read about dreams and heart’s desires on pages 83 and 84.

Question: What is your heart's desire?

Question: How is this different from your dreams?

Joy comes from the heart and has its greatest impact on us when our world
continues to change and let us down. Our relationship with God can always be
the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. God is the One that wants to fill our
heart’s desire, because He put it there in the first place. But first, we must begin
to have a close relationship with Him to understand this supernatural gift and
blessing. In His supernatural ways, He can take all the things that we’ve explained
about dreams and paint a true picture that will help guide us to have a successful

and content life.

Question: Are you content with your life and career? If not, why?

Everyone has these “secret powers” within them:

e The power of having nothing is comparing an empty treasure box to a full trash
can.

e The power of failure is having hands-on experience and knowledge of what
success is and being able to understand its limits.

e The power of flexibility is the ability to move around filled with power, and be
reshaped by God to fit different environments

* The power of a vision is being inspired by God for a purpose to move forward
towards a different and better future which will fill our heart’s desires.

* The power of time is like jumping off a cliff with or without a parachute.

* The power of attitude is comparing a piece of paper to a sponge when drench
in water.

* The power of the heart is comparing us standing on soft sand versus a firm
rock.

* The power of faith goes beyond our reach and understanding. Without it,
emptiness will always be our destiny, as our worldly dreams only remain life’s

illusion of triumph.

“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord. “And

my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the

heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your
ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”

ISAIAH 55:8-9

Question: Are you surprised about these “secret powers?” Which of

them do you use?

Question: Which ones are missing that could best impact your life?



Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God
what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will ex-
perience God's peace, which exceeds anything we can understand.
His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7

“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the
good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose
for them.”

ROMANS 8:28

The gift of having a heart’s desire aligns perfectly with who God is and what His

purpose is for us, in all we do. That includes our careers!
Question: What changes do you need to do in your career to finally

begin to fulfill your heart’s desire, and healthily grow your relationship

with your family and God?

NOTES

CHAPTER EIGHT

THE POWER SOURCE

OVERVIEW

We are finally to number five, our activities relationship: hobbies, sports, video
games, social media, watching television, working out, reading, ministry,

entertainment, etc.

PLAY WEEK EIGHT VIDEO

Question: What do you and your spouse do that fits into this fifth

relationship?

The next questions below are doozies, when we first ask this one perplexing
question. Having our fifth relationship basically meant for hobbies, recreation,
entertainment, relaxation, doing good works, etc., does it put the other four

natural and necessary relationships in danger because we do it, or them so much?

e Does it put your family at risk of being financially harmed?

e Does it put your family at risk of having minimal, to no time spent together?
The family basically gets your leftovers.

e Does it put your family at risk of having your attention and responsibility
stolen from them?

e Does it put your family at risk of not knowing who their mother or father,
husband or wife is?

e Does it put your family at risk of being misdirected, mislead, led astray, led
to dead ends, however we want to put it, that will lie or influence them to
wrongly prioritize their own relationships? This is especially for your children

and their future.




“But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into
sin, it would be better for you to have a large millstone tied around
your neck and be drowned in the depths of the sea.”

MATTHEW 18:6

We understand that we need to take a break to have fun and relax here and
there, it's healthy. We understand that some activities inspire us in healthy ways.
We understand that some activities bring the family closer together in a healthy
manner. We understand we have gaps in the day with nothing to do at times, so
we fill it with our extra activities. We also understand that our activities can give us
an elusive purpose and a false identity that will eventually control us to the point,

it can destroy us, and all our relationships combined.

Read the story in the book starting on page 95.
Question: What is your story?
Question: Can you think of ways that can positively influence the
generations below you if you put your own relationships in order

right now?

The moral of this book is that God must always be our first relational priority, so the

rest of our relationships can grow and thrive. God will persistently and lovingly, in

any way He can — as He has done for us many times — keep drawing us to Him.
Read pages 98-103.

Question: Are you ready to put your life back in order? What is your

first step?



IS YOUR LIFE OUT OF ORDER IS YOUR LIFE OUT OF ORDER

NOTES NOTES

LEADER'S GUIDE LEADER'S GUIDE
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